
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
 

300 Level Course Descriptions – Fall 2015 

 
Course                            Concentration                             Credits 

PSYC 307.  Higher Order Cognition     (C&CN Concentration)              (4)                                                                                                                                   

In depth exploration of selected areas of higher level cognition such as thinking and reasoning, metacognition, expertise, executive processes, 

language and thought. 
Prerequisite: PSYC 117 or PSYC 176 or COGS 007   Professor:  Marsh                          Time:  TR 1:10 – 2:25 pm 

PSYC 311.  Psychology of Stereotyping, Prejudice & Discrimination  (S&P Concentration)               (4)                                                                                                                         

We will start by examining the basic cognitive processes that make stereotyping a functional aspect of everyday cognition, and then we will 

turn toward examining emotional, motivational, and personality differences that affect one’s level of prejudice. Finally, we will study the role 

of social forces in transmitting prejudice (parents, schools, religion, media) and the impact of societal prejudice (discrimination) on those who 

are the targets of prejudice. The changing face through the decades of how stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination are measured, expressed, 

and understood is the focus of the course. 

Prerequisites: PSYC/SSP 153 or PSYC/SSP 121  Professor:  Moskowitz             Time:  MW 2:35 – 3:50 pm 

PSYC (HMS) 327. Health Psychology     (C&BH and Dev. Concentration)                            (4)                                                                                                                                                                         

An overview of the topic of health psychology. The course presupposes a preventative intervention approach to the problem of assisting 

healthy individuals to understand the relationship between behavior and health, and to engage those behaviors that promote health. This course 

will be underpinned with basic science and research on health psychology, but will include an application focus. 

Prerequisites: PSYC 001      Professor: Napper-Kilp              Time: MW 8:45 – 10:00 am 

PSYC 341. Social Psychology & Social Issues      (S&P Concentration)                                  (4) 

This course examines the methods, concepts, and research findings associated with the effort to apply social psychology to the understanding 

and amelioration of social problems. Special attention will be paid to the topic of human conflict. 

Prerequisites:  None     Professor:  Schneid               Time:  MW 11:10 – 12:25 pm   

PSYC (HMS) 349. Participatory & Action Research in Psychology   (S&P Concentration)               (4)                                                                                                                              

Action research is used to understand important real-world social problems and promote social action. Participatory research engages 

community members as equals to help identify areas of focus and to design studies and interventions. This course provides an overview of the 

rich history of these approaches in psychology, an in-depth look at how they can be used effectively, and an opportunity to gain hands-on 

experience. 

Prerequisites:  PSYC/SSP 121 or PSYC/SSP 153  Professor:  Burke               Time:  MW 12:45 – 2:00 pm   

PSYC 380.  Sports Psychology      (C&BH Concentration)               (4) 

Theory, research and application comprise this focal area of psychology. The course will allow students to explore the theory and research 

giving rise to individual, team, and peak performance assessment and interventions. Topics will include assessment, affect modulation, 

imagery, cognitive formulation, and psychodynamic development. 

Prerequisites: PSYC 110 or PSYC/SSP 153   Professor:  Birky                   Time:  TR 2:35 – 3:50 pm 

PSYC (HMS) 386.  Child & Adolescent Health Psychology    (Dev. & C&BH Concentration)              (4)                                                                                                                                   

Focuses on developmental research and theory related to health and wellness issues in children and adolescents. Topics include children's 

understanding of biology and disease, disease management, medical consent, education and policy efforts to promote children's health. 

Prerequisites: PSYC 107     Professor:  Barrett                Time: TR 10:45 – 12:00 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

PSYC 396.  Development of Good and Evil       (Dev. & S&P Concentration)              (4)                                                                                                                                                         

The goal of the course is to trace the origins of children’s good (i.e., prosocial and moral) and evil (i.e., aggressive and bullying) behavior.  We 

will examine the biological (e.g., genetic), cognitive (e.g., social information processing), and contextual factors (e.g., media, parenting, 

neighborhoods, and peers) that contribute to the development of children’s good and evil behavior. 

Prerequisites: PSYC 107     Professor:  Laible              Time:  TR 9:20 – 10:35am  

PSYC (HMS) 397.  Psychology of Trauma    (C&BH Concentration)               (4) 
The course explores the nature of psychological trauma, including the physiological, emotional, cognitive, behavioral, interpersonal, and 

developmental impact of exposure to extreme stress and traumatic events.  Historical and current perspectives on the individual and cultural 

effects of trauma will be examined, including the consequences of relational trauma, traumatic loss, injury/illness, crime, combat exposure, 

terrorism, natural disasters, and vicarious traumatization.  Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and related conditions will be explored, as will the 

nature of effective intervention techniques, recovery, adaptive coping, and resilience. 

Prerequisite:  PSYC/HMS 138             Professor: Lomauro     Time: T 7:10 – 10:00 pm 
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